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CI^SSIS OF JVEW'TORK. 



PREAMBLE. 

All Ecclesiastical power is derived from the Lord 
Jesus, as the great Head of the Church; and its 
exercise is the application of his laws to the pre- 
servation and well-being of that spiritual body, of 
which he is the Head. All canons and decisions 
must, in consequence, be regulated by the principle, 
the nature, and the spirit of his laws, laid down to uB 
in his word. 



FOBMATIOHr. 

ARTlCtB I. 

The Classis of New- York hold~fwo ordinary ses* 
sions ; the one on the third Tuesday in April — the 
other on the third Tuesday in October, in each and 
every year. Both sessions shall be opened .in the 
Consistory Chamber in Garden-street, in the city of 
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Nev-York, at ten o'clock, A. M. on the respective 
days. But in case anj prevalent disease or other 
calamitj may render it unsafe for members to con- 
vene in New-York, it shall be the duty of ,the Presi- 
dent of the Classis (or in case of his absence or 
inability, of the Clerk) to give to the members at 
least ten days notice to meet in Bome congregation 
in the vicinity of the city. 



The Classis may meet on their own adjoQmment 
to any intermediate day : or they may hold extra- 
ordinary sessions. But no extraordinary meeting 
shall, at any tiine, be caUed, uolees at least two 
me4iri>ers Bball certify to the President of the Classis, 
foff the time b^a^, io writing, the necessity of euch 
nt^eting, and (he special buBioeas to-be transacted. 
Whereupon the President shell send, at le&st ten 
days previous to such extra meetii^, circular letters 
to all the Ministers and to all the Churches belong- 
ing to the Classis, as well to those which are va- 
cant, as to those which are supplied with Ministers: 
which circular letters sttall define the place, the day, 
and the hour of meeting, and the special business to 
be transacted. In these extra sessions, the business 
specified in the circulars, and no other business 
whatever, shall be transacted ; and a copy of such 
specification from one of the circulars -shall always 
be inserted in the minutes of the extra session. The 
duties of the President mentioned in this article 
may, in his name and at bis request, be performed 
by the Clerk. 
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ASnCLB tlL 

The session of Claesis shall be opened with prayer 
by the President, tfr in his absence by the Clerk, or 
if both be absent, by the senior Minister present 
The credentials of Elders delegated to the Classis 
shall be presented to the Clerk, who, finding them 
regular, shall record the names of the persons as 
members of the Classis. Irregular or doubttiit cre- 
dentials shall be produced to the Classis by the 
Clerk, for their decision. But no Elder shall have a 
seat as a member of the Classis, unless he was ex- 
pressly delegated— as he must prove by a written 
certificate, to attend the ordinary meeting at which 
he appears ; and if he appear at an extra meeting, 
he must etill hare such a certificate, or have had a 
seat at the last ordinary meeting. 

ARTICLE ir. . 

After the opening of the Classis, new officers shall 
be chosen; and the minutes of the last ordinary 
session, and of the intermediate extraordinary ses- 
sions, shall be read. The Classis will attend divine 
service in the afternoon of the first day of the ses.' 
sion; which shall be performed by the President 
wbo last filled the chair, or by the late Clerk. The 
sermon shall be regularly preached in the North 
Church, at half past three o'clock, and shall always 
be an appropriate concio ad cterwn ; and the members 
of the Classis shall always attend. Notice of the 
nature of the discourse, and of the time and place of 
delivering it, shall always be given from the pulpits 
of all the Churches under the care of the Cliuisis. 
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OFFICERS. 

ARTICLE I. 



The President, the Clerks, and the Questor of Uie 
Classis, shall always be chosen by ballot 



ARTICLE II. 



The duty of the President is sufficiently defined in 
the Constitution. It is here only added, that he may 
speak to points of order in preference to c^er mem- 
bers ; that he shall decide questions of order, subject 
to an appeal to the Classis by any two members; 
and that he shall nominate all conunittecs, to be 
confirmed by the Classis. 



ARTICLE III. 

There shall be two Clerks of Classis. The one 
appointed at every ordinary meeting shall attend the 
session, and note the business. 

ARTICLE ir. 

The stated Clerk shall record the minutes in a fiiir 
hand in the Classical Book: it shall be his duty 
always to exhibit the Classical Book at the meeting 
of the Classis, a copy of the Constitution of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church, and at least four copies of the 
Rules of the Classis for the use of the members while 
in session. He shall moreover furnish extracts fi'oiii 
the minutes to any member who may require them; 
and it slud) be his duty to preserve on docket all 
written communications to the Classis, on which they 
may have acted. He shall also, as soon after the 
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' close of every session as may be, pre notice to every 
Minister or Consistory, and to the Chairman of every 
Committee, as the case may require, of such resolu- 
tions or reconmiendations deraandiDg tlieir attention, 
as shall have been adopted during such seBsion. It 
shall also be his business to receive and distribute 
among the Ministers and Consistories, their propor- 
tion of the Minutes of the General Synod, and to give 
notice of this his appointment to the stated Clerk of 
General Synod. It shall also be his duty to insert in 
a book, to be provided by him for that purpose, all 
those decisions of the Particular and General Synods, 
since the Appendix to the Constitution was printed, 
which are amendments or alterations of any of the 
Rules of Church Government, as well as all addi- 
tional Rules and Orders passed by either of those 
bodies, which are in force: and the stated Clerk shall 
exhibit such book at the meetings of the Classis. 
And for these his services he shall receive the sum 
of $25 per annum. 

ARTiCLS V. 

The minutes shall be kept and recorded in the 
following order of Lemmata : 

FORBIATION OF THE CLASSIS. 



JMid» 
ArtieU 
ArtUU 


1. 

2. 
3. 


Opeut^ofdwClanU. 
Hemben present. 
Absent Hemben. 


Artieh 
AriicU 


4. 
6. 


Hodenton. 


ArticU 
ArHcU 


6. 
7. 


Reading of Minutes. 
Rules of the Clastis. 
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Jh-licU 1. 
Article 2. 
Article 3. 
Article 4. 
ArlieU 5. 
Artide 6. 
AriuU 7. 
Article 8. 
Article 9. 
Article 10. 
AriieU 11. 
AiHeU It. 

ArticU 14. 
.Article 16. 
jjrric/e 16. 
Article «. 
.9r(tc{« 1$. 
Atiicle 19. 
Jrtwfc 20. 
.flrfM^ 21. 
.arttcie 22. 
JrdWe 23, 
ArticU 24. 

.flrtte/e 26. 
ArticU 27. 



ACTS or THE CLASaiB. 

AdBitaioB of Memben. 
Stand iog Coouuitteei. 
Synodical Injnnction*. 
FormatioD of Churches. 
Vacant Congregation!. 
Examination •fatoAmti. 
Preachii^ of StodeaU. 
Approbation of Calls. 
Ezaminatian of Candidates, 
Subscribing of the Formulas. 
GustoniB and Usages. 
Sckoob BBd Ohiutiaii E^ttcaCioa. 
ftoSeavaatXi 



Appeals. 

Grievances. 

Dismissiou and ReCommeDdittions. 



CiMucd ReptTt 

Delel^es to tbfe PartiGalar Synod. 

Delegates to the Oeneral Synod. 

Instmctions to Delegates, 

Qjiestorate. 

Censura Horom. 

PartictileiriB, 

Adj 00 recent. 

Resumption and Close. 



ARTICLE ri. 



It shall be the duty of the Questor to receive all 
moneys belonging to the Classis, payable at their 
order, and to keep an account of all receipts and 
disbursements, which shall be exhibited to the 
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Classb at erery ordbary seasion in the fiJL He 
shall provide a book of accounts, in which he shall 
open a separate account with each Congregation, in 
wludi he shall charge said Congr^ations respect- 
ively with the Bums due by them, and credit them 
for mooejs paid, and which be shall bring with him 
to erei7 Mated meetiiig of the Classis. 

AKTIOLE m. 

The del^atee to tlw Particular Sjnod shaQ 
always be chosen by ballot: in this method also 
riiall be design^ed the persoes to be recotimaended - 
by the CUseis to the Particular Synod, to be ap-' 
pointed members of die General Synod ; provided 
they be not the same peracms as have been choaea 
delegates to the Particular Synod of -the same year. 

AMtncLB nil. 

By ballot also, once in eveiy two years, ineraben 
of Classis shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to manage particular parts of all examinatjons which 
nmybe held before this Classis. By the appointment 
of Aranttnaforf, however, the rights of no member of 
the Classis shall be injured ; but it shall be always 
deemed regular and proper for any member, at any 
time, on any subject, to ask any question which 
would have been regular and proper, had oo ex- 
aminaton been appointed. 
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ARTICLE I. ■ 

Before the transaction of any basiness, the Presi- 
dent shall call for all su^h petitions, complaints, re- 
ferences, Euid appeals, as are to- be presented; which, 
whether presented then, or at any subsequent period 
of the session, shall be submitted to a Committee of 
Overtures* (consisting of two Ministers and one El- 
der, to be appointed at' the coimneficemMit <tf every 
ordinary session) who shall iuquire, in all tender and 
d^icate cases, whether the necessary previous steps 
have been taken, and endeavour to heal all diflfer- 
enceS} prior to their cbmii^ before- the Classis. Yet 
any person may bring up any business without or 
contrary to the decision of the Committee of Over- 
tures — but his proceeding in such manner is at his 
own peril. 

AtenctE It: 

At every fiitting" of the Classis, after prayer* the 
n^l shftU: be called, and the miAutes of the preceding 
transactions of the session shall- be read; and at the 
conclusion of every ordinary and extraordinary 
meeting of the Classis, the minutes shall be read, 
and, if necessary, juneuded. 

ARTICLE III. 

A motion made, must be seconded, and afterward 
repeated by the President, or read, before it be 
debated. Every motion must be reduced to writing 
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by the member idio made it, if it be required. Any 
member who shall have taiade a motion shall be at 
liberty to withdraw it, J>efore any debate be 'had 
thereon; but not afterward, without leave itf the 

ClasBis. i 

. ARTICLE IV. 

■ '•;, Oa queBti(»a of .order,-postpenementT commitment, 
cr the preriouft question, no member shall speak 

'i more! than oDce; on ell other queationa, each mem- 
ber may speak twice, but not oftener, if any person 
object, without leave of the Classis. When a ques- 
tion is under debate, no motion shall be received, . 
unless to amend— to poBtpene— to ctHumit— for the 
previous queflticm — or to adjourn. .The previous 
question shall be in this foriB : ■" Shall the. -main ques- 
tion be nous putf* — and- until it be decided, shall 
preclude all amendment- and further debate on the 
main question. 

ARTICLB V. 

An amendment may be moved on any motion, and 
shall be decided before the onginal motioA. If a 
question under debate contain several parts, any 
member may have it divided, and a question taken 
on each part. Any two members may call for the 
yeas and nays upon a question, and have them en- 
tered on the minutes of Classis. 

ARTICLE ri. 

Every member shall address himself to the Presi- 
dent ; and shall treat his fellow-members, especiallv 
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the President, with reBpect If a member act or 
speak disorderlj, it shall be the duty of the Preei- 
denti aod the privilege of the other members, to call 
bim to order. 



AttricLM rn. 



A question shall not be called op, or reconsidered, 
during the same oMinai^ or exfera session 'at whidi 
it has been decided, unless by die consent of two- 
ihirda of die members irbo irere present at tbe de- 



AKTICLE nil. 

Any member, who may think himself a^rieved by 
the decision of the Glassis, shall hare his dissent or 
|n<oteBt, witii his reasons, entered on the minutes — 
Provided he give notiefe of it daring the session, and 
deKver his dnseot or jH-otest in writing to tbe stated 
Clerk, within t«i days ^fter the sesnon of the Classis 
is closed. 

ARTICLS IX. 

If any member shall act contrary to these Rules, 
the President shall reprove or otherwise censure 
bim, as the Classis shall judge proper. And if any 
member shall diink himself denied of any right, or 
unjustly blamed by the President, he shall not speak 
disrespectfiilly to him, but modestly require the de- 
cinmi of the Classis in the case. 



Every member shall.be accpantabte, at the caU of 
the I^endent, for any want of punctuality in attend- 
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iag the sessions of ihe Classis. And everf member 
who shall not be present, and every Consistory who 
shaU not have a del^ate present, at every meetiiig 
of the Classis, are to consider themselrea as under a 
Station to attend at the next oFdinary meeting of the 
Classis to render reastms- for such absence. Everj 
member absenting himself without' leave, daring the 
"Bittiogs of the Claris, shall be called to an a(H:ount 
for such alienee ; and the names <a( such as shall 
tbuB absent tbemaelres, until the elo^e «f the Chassis, 
shall be entered on the minutes, and thej be called 
to account at the next meeting at which they shall 
attend. 

JSTICLB XI. 

The stated Clerk shall insert^ifi It bo<^ of oopve- 
nient size all alterations of' .these rules, and all ad- 
ditions to them, madx by the ChiiMis lirom tiiiie to 
tune, and he thaK^dulnt such book at the meetings 
of the Classis. 



CONSISTORIES AND CONOBEGATIONS. 

ABTWLB I 

It shall be the duty of erery ComKtOry belonging 
to the Cla^e, to make to the Clasen a report agree- 
ably to the statistical tables, at eveiy ordinary ses* 
sion in the spiing. They shall also ^ve an account 
of the state of re%ion in their Congr^ations, and of 
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tfae^af^ianuit,. cause of , any .inoreage or dectine of 
nligion. And at the. same meeting the Classis shall 
hold B ,Ceiisura Morum, and tibe foUcwing questions 
be asked of ererj member^ nainely : 

lat Are tibe dactrines of the Goepel preached in 
■;: .your.Conf^gation .in? th^is puntj, agreeably to 
the word of God, the .Confe&sioncf Fa^ aad the 
. . Catectusms of our Church ? 

2dl]r. Is ^e H^idelbergh Catechism regtdarly ex- 
plained, agreeably to the Constitution of the Re- 
formed Dutch Chiu^ ? 

3dly. Are the catechising of the children and the 
instruction of the youth faith&lly attended to ? 

4thly. Is fitmily 'visitation &ithfuUy performed? 

Sthly; Is the XXXII.; Explanatory Article in the 
Constitution of our Church «ar^lly obeyed ? 

6thly. Is the temporal contract between Minister 
and people fiilfilled in your Congregation ? 

ARTICLE a. 

In order that the object contemplated by the last 
rule may be more fully eflfected, the Classis at the 
close of their first sitting in every ordinary meeting " 
'in d)e spring, shall assign.-a time when they will 
hold a Censura Morum; and at that time* no.mem- 
ber ehould be absent from bis place. ^When the 
iftSHgQfd hour.arrivee, the business ahall- commence 
with an appropriate jarayer, and when the business 
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is closed, the Glassis shall again engage in jprayer. 
Any miemhers who maybe absent from the Classls at 
the time of attending to- the CrtisuraMomm, '(and of ' 
such, notice shall b6 taken on the minates) shall' be 
subject to the Censura Morum,' at the next ordinary - 
meeting at which they attend, and of tiiis again' a . 
minute shall be made. 

It shall be the duty of each Consistory subject to 
this ClasBiB, to me«t statedly every month, or at least 
every three months, in every year, to attend to the 
concerns entrusted to them by the Constitution of 
the Reformed Dutch Church ; and they shall keep 
regular imnates of such proceedings .aa are of an 
eccIesiaBtical nature. ' 

ARTICLB IV. . 

Collections shall be taken up in alt the Churches 
uiider the care of the Classis,in aid of the contingent- 
fund of the Classis, from time to time, as the Classic 
may direct, and .the state of said fund require. 

^ uncus V. 

Vacant Congregations are earnestly enjoined to 
assemble in some conveni«it place, if they have no 
regular house of worship, on every Lord's day, for 
purposes of public worship. The devotions shall be 
conducted by one of the Elders' appointed by tiie 
Consistory, who shall perform the prayer, select tbe 
portion of Scripture to be read, and the practical 
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